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Letter I1. Signatory – Melanie Adam 
Response to Comment I1-1 

Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR discusses the GBIS alignment that 
the City of Los Angeles is recommending for approval. Response to 
comment AJ1-1 also discusses the process and rationale for the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment discussed in this Final EIR. 
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Letter I2. Signatory – Aris Kakkis 
Response to Comment I2-1 

Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR discusses the GBIS alignment that 
the City of Los Angeles is recommending for approval. Response 
to comment AJ1-1 also discusses the process and rationale for the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment discussed in this Final EIR. 

Response to Comment I2-2 

As described in Section 2 of the Draft EIR, a majority of the 
construction and operation of the proposed sewer infrastructure 
(both GBIS alignments) would occur belowground from 
designated shaft sites. Section 3 of the Draft EIR analyzed in detail 
the potential impacts from the construction (i.e. shaft sites) and 
operation (i.e., ATFs) of the sewer on adjacent land uses. Both 
GBIS alignments have aboveground maintenance access points 
and shaft sites. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 for a 
discussion of the proposed construction and operation of the GBIS 
North Alignment at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I4. Signatory – Carolyn and 
Philip Berlin 

Response to Comment I4-1 

Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR discusses the GBIS alignment that 
the City of Los Angeles is recommending for approval. 

Response to Comment I4-2 

The staff recommended GBIS Alignment discussed in this Final 
EIR would connect the eastern portion of the GBIS South 
Alignment with the western portion of the GBIS North Alignment 
with a section of tunnel beneath Pass Avenue. This connector 
tunnel beneath Pass Avenue would reduce the amount of sewer 
tunneled beneath streets in Burbank by approximately 0.75 miles 
when compared to the GBIS North Alignment. To reiterate, 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR explains the rationale, including 
the environmental considerations and stakeholder concerns, for 
selecting the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. 

Response to Comment I4-3 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-12 for a discussion of private 
property acquisition. 
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Letter I10. Signatory – Karen Winchell 
Response to Comment I10-1 

Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR discusses the GBIS alignment that 
the City of Los Angeles is recommending for approval. 
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Letter I12. Signatory – Walter Stratton 
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Response to Comment I12-1 

As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of the objectives 
of the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system needs of the City 
of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City of Burbank); 
thereby maintaining infrastructure required for quality of life. 
Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (both North and South 
alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which 
would reduce odors and potential spills in the area currently 
serviced by the NOS, including the Rancho Burbank and Toluca 
Lake areas; therefore, the new sewer needs to be within close 
proximity to the existing NOS and users. As described in Section 2 
of the Draft EIR, a majority of the construction and operation of 
the proposed sewer infrastructure (both NEIS II and GBIS 
alignments) would occur belowground from designated shaft sites. 
The potential impacts associated with the construction (i.e. shaft 
sites) and operation (i.e., ATFs) of the sewer on adjacent land uses 
is described in detail in Section 3 of the Draft EIR and, where 
appropriate, includes project features and mitigation measures to 
reduce construction and operational impacts. Also, as shown in 
Section 2 of the Final EIR, additional mitigation has been added 
regarding the proposed shaft site and ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog that will further reduce impacts to the adjacent 
community. City of Los Angeles staff have considered the findings 
of the Draft EIR when identifying the Recommended Alternative 
(including the staff recommended GBIS Alignment and shaft sites), 
as will the decisionmakers prior to certification of the project. 
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Letter I14. Signatory – Cathy Marx 
Response to Comment I14-1 

As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of the objectives 
of the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system needs of the City 
of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City of Burbank); 
thereby maintaining infrastructure required for quality of life. 
Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (both North and South 
alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which 
would reduce odors and potential spills in the area currently 
serviced by the NOS, including the Rancho Burbank area; 
therefore, the new sewer would be an improvement to the areas 
infrastructure. In addition, as described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR, the GBIS alignment that the City of Los Angeles is 
recommending for approval does not include a shaft site or ATF at 
Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I15. Signatory – Nichola Ellis 
Response to Comment I15-1 

From the beginning (Notice of Preparation of the Draft EIR was 
released in 2004 - refer to Section 1.6 of the Draft EIR for detailed 
information), the GBIS North Alignment has been a project-level 
component of the IRP Project Alternatives. Regarding a response 
to your concerns over the GBIS North Alignment, refer to response 
to the City of Burbank comments - AJ1, AJ13, AJ22, AJ30, AJ31, 
AJ32, and AJ36. In addition, the City has combined the two GBIS 
alignments to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated 
with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted 
on the Draft EIR), has selected this alignment as preferred, and is 
recommending it for approval (see Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final 
EIR), which does not include construction or operation of GBIS at 
Valley Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 

Response to Comment I15-2 

Comment noted. As described in Section 2 of the Draft EIR, a 
majority of the construction and operation of the proposed sewer 
infrastructure (both NEIS II and GBIS alignments) would occur 
belowground from designated shaft sites. 
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Response to Comment I15-3 

As noted in response to comment I15-1, refer to response to City 
of Burbank comment letter AJ1 regarding the ATF proposed at 
Valley Heart. 

Response to Comment I15-4 

Comment noted. Mitigation measures NV-MM-1 and NV-MM-2 
would reduce construction noise levels by five decibels or more at 
adjacent sensitive receptors. Should construction noise levels 
disturb animals, including horses, mitigation measure NV-MM-5 
would allow the community to address this issue to the City and 
the City would be required to resolve the issue. As mentioned in 
response to comment AJ1-4, Section 2 of this Final EIR includes 
additional mitigation measures to relocate the potential shaft site 
and ATF at Valley Heart to a portion of Pollywog that would least 
impact the adjacent residences and recreational uses (including 
equestrian uses).Furthermore, as described in Section 1.5.2.2 of 
this Final EIR, the GBIS alignment that the City of Los Angeles is 
recommending for approval does not include a shaft site or ATF at 
Valley Heart/Pollywog. 

Response to Comment I15-5 

Comment noted. As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one 
of the objectives of the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system 
needs of the City of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City 
of Burbank); thereby maintaining infrastructure required for 
quality of life. Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (both North 
and South alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS 
sewer, which would reduce odors and potential spills in the area 
currently serviced by the NOS, including the Rancho Burbank 
area; therefore, the new sewer would be an improvement to the 
areas infrastructure. As described in Section 1.6 of the Draft EIR, 
and further expanded upon in Section 1.2 of this Final EIR, the 
public comment period for the IRP Draft EIR was 120 days in 
length. CEQA requires a minimum of 45 days for public comment. 
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Response to Comment I15-6 

The undeveloped land that the commenter notes is available on the 
south side of the river is Griffith Park. Although further from the 
residents of the Rancho Burbank area, the GBIS South Alignment 
also includes residences (in Toluca Lake). The City has combined 
the two GBIS alignments to reduce concerns about potential 
impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in 
comments submitted on the Draft EIR), has selected this alignment 
as preferred, and is recommending it for approval (refer to 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR). 

Response to Comment I15-7 

Impacts associated with emergency services (such as police and 
fire services impacts) were discussed in Section 3.15 of the Draft 
EIR. During construction, emergency ingress and egress would be 
maintained at all times. Through the development of a site-specific 
traffic control plan (TRA-MM-1) and coordination with 
emergency service providers (TRA-MM-6), including ambulance 
and paramedic services, which would provide advance notice of 
any lane closures, construction hours, or changes to local access 
and to identify alternative routes, emergency services would not be 
adversely affected. 

Response to Comment I15-8 

Comment noted. It would speculative to respond to what could 
have caused the dog's condition. Additionally, as described in 
Section 3.10 of the Draft EIR (page 3.10-11), an environmental 
hazards records search was performed. The search identified 44 of 
the 89 potential sources of contamination within the GBIS corridor 
have either soil or groundwater contamination. The Pollywog site 
was not one of the sites. However, Section 3.10.3.2 the Draft EIR 
does acknowledge that there is a potential to encounter 
contamination along the alignments. This section of the Draft EIR 
also discusses measures that would be employed to manage 
contamination that is encountered, including the preparation and 
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implementation of a project-level Health and Safety Plan and a 
Sampling and Analysis. There is a minimal potential for workers to 
be exposed to significant health risks; therefore, the public is also 
not expected to be negatively affected. 
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Letter I19. Signatory – Troy Schmelzer 
Response to Comment I19-1 

As the commenter correctly noted, as shown in Tables 3.13-33 and 
3.13-35 in Section 3.13 of the Draft EIR, the number of sensitive 
receptors along the GBIS North Alignment that would experience 
noise level increases of five decibels or more is nearly twice as 
many as with the GBIS South Alignment. Refer to response to 
comment AJ1-6 regarding potential odor impacts associated with 
an ATF at Valley Heart. Also refer to response to comment AJ1-20 
regarding traffic in the vicinity of the proposed Valley Heart Shaft 
Site. Although further from the residents of the Rancho Burbank 
area, the GBIS South Alignment also includes residences (in 
Toluca Lake). The City has combined the two GBIS alignments to 
reduce concerns about potential impacts associated with either 
GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft 
EIR), has selected this alignment as preferred, and is 
recommending it for approval. As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of 
this Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not 
include a shaft site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 

Response to Comment I19-2 
Section 3.16 of the Draft EIR has been revised in this Final EIR 
(Section 2) to include Pollywog as a recreational facility within 
2 miles of GBIS. Also, this Final EIR (Table ES-1 and Section 2 of 
this Final EIR) includes additional mitigation measures 
(REC-MM-6 through REC-MM-8) that are specific to Valley 
Heart and would further minimize potential recreational impacts. 
However, to reiterate, as addressed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final 
EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a 
shaft site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 

Response to Comment I19-3 
Comment noted. Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a 
discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. 
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Letter I21. Signatory – John and 
Cami Pomeroy 

Response to Comment I21-1 

Comment noted. Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a 
discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. 
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Letter I22. Signatory – Ruth Pasciak 
Response to Comment I22-1 

Comment noted. Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a 
discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. 
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Letter I24. Signatory – Jennifer Quintana 
and Douglas Miller 
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Response to Comment I24-1 

Comment noted. As detailed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, 
the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft 
site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I25. Signatory – Stan Hyman 
Response to Comment I25-1 

Comment noted. Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a 
detailed discussion of the GBIS alignments, including the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment. 
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Letter I26. Signatory – Harry and 
Kate McWatters 

Response to Comment I26-1 

Comment noted. As detailed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, 
the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft 
site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I28. Signatory – Louise Saxon 
Response to Comment I28-1 

Section 3.17 of the Draft EIR detailed the potential construction 
and operational impacts of the Project Alternatives, which in the 
GBIS alignments. Refer to response to comment AJ1-20 for a 
detailed discussion of the potential traffic impacts specific to the 
Valley Heart Shaft Site area. The potential impact from PCE and 
TCE in groundwater has been responded to in detail in response to 
comment AJ1-2. The potential for the GBIS alignments to impact 
biological resources is discussed in responds to comment I23-5. 

Comment noted. As detailed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, 
the City has combined the two GBIS alignments to reduce concerns 
about potential impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as 
expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR), has selected 
this alignment as preferred, and is recommending it for approval. 
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Letter I29. Signatory – Kevin Leichter 
Response to Comment I29-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. 
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Letter I30. Signatory – Jan De La Vega 
Response to Comment I30-1 

Comment noted. Regarding a suggested Los Angeles River 
alignment, refer to response to comment AJ31-2. 
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Letter I33. Signatory – Frank and 
Joan Nemecek 

Response to Comment I33-1 

Your opposition to the GBIS South Alignment is noted. Refer to 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a discussion of the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment. 
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Letter I34. Signatory – Julia Coley and 
Jerry Goren 

Response to Comment I34-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. 
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Letter I35. Signatory – Heather Fox 
Response to Comment I35-1 

Although Section 3.16 of the Draft EIR did not specifically 
identify Valley Heart (Pollywog) as a recreational resource, other 
sections of the EIR did, such as Section 3.2 - Aesthetics. 
Section 3.16 of the Draft EIR has been revised in this Final EIR 
(Section 2) to include Pollywog as a recreational facility within 
2 miles of GBIS. Also, this Final EIR (Table ES-1 and Section 2 of 
this Final EIR) includes additional mitigation measures (REC-
MM-6 through REC-MM-8) that are specific to Valley Heart and 
would further minimize potential recreational impacts. 

The commenter is correct that the Draft EIR identified a potential 
for a significant odor impact at the ATF at Valley Heart 
(pages 3.4-115 and 3.4-159 of the Draft EIR). The Draft EIR also 
identified mitigation measures AQ-MM-7 and AQ-MM-8 to 
mitigate odor impacts by relocating the ATF stack to a location at 
least 100 feet from sensitive receptors and establish a more 
stringent hydrogen sulfide emission concentration at the stack. In 
addition, a new mitigation measure has been added, mitigation 
measure AES-MM-10, to provide further aesthetic mitigation. This 
measure would also further mitigate potential odor impacts by 
siting the ATF at the Valley Heart Shaft Site to the west end of the 
Pollywog site, which is located more than 100 feet away from 
residences. 

The NOS is one of the City's oldest sewers and was constructed in 
the 1930s through 1950s. Odor releases from sewers can generally 
occur under high flow conditions, and past odors attributed to the 
NOS may have occurred under such conditions. Either of the GBIS 
alignments evaluated in the Draft EIR would divert wastewater 
from sewers that flow into the NOS upstream of the City of 
Burbank near the west terminus of GBIS, which would reduce both 
the amount of flow within the NOS and the likelihood of 
wastewater overflows and odors being released from the NOS in 
the future. In addition, proposed ATFs (such as the one proposed at 
Valley Heart) would treat sewer air with a two-staged filtration 
process, a reduction in the number of untreated odor releases from 
the existing NOS in the future is expected. 
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Lighting at permanent facilities (i.e., ATFs) would be in a manner that adequately addresses security while minimizing impacts to adjacent land uses. In 
addition, as detailed in Section 3.2.4.4 of the Draft EIR, mitigation measures AES-MM-7 (measures to minimize construction lighting) and AES-MM-8 
(measures to minimize operational lighting) will be implemented to minimize the impact of the new lighting sources to adjacent light-sensitive uses to a 
less than significant level. Specifically, mitigation measure AES-MM-8 includes directing lighting downward onto the structure, avoidance of outwardly 
directed spotlights, and use of shielding on lights to isolate the illuminated area. 

Refer to response to comment AJ-10 regarding you concerns of potential settlement during tunneling. 

Various issue and resource portions of Section 3 of the Draft EIR address in detail the potential impacts of the construction and operation of the proposed 
GBIS alignments (including aboveground structures such as shaft sites and ATFs) as they pertain to potential resource impacts, such as air quality (Section 
3.4) and noise (Section 3.13). A majority of the impacts associated with the components and the Project Alternatives are during construction, which is 
temporary. Where necessary and feasible, mitigation measures have been added to reduce construction impacts to less than significant. In a few instances 
(i.e., archaeological and paleontological), potential impacts still exists after mitigation. If after considering this Final EIR, the decisionmakers find that the 
benefits of the project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects, a Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations will be required. 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-14 regarding the recent addition of a sound wall in your neighborhood. 

Because major construction activities would be confined to the shaft sites, which would be located away from the Rancho Burbank area under the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, and because dust controls required by the SCAQMD's Rule 403 would be implemented during construction (see 
page 3.4-131 in Section 3.4.3.3 of the Draft EIR), the construction of GBIS is not expected to result in significant dust, health, or quality of life impacts to 
adjacent residents. 

Refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a detailed discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which does not include a shaft site or ATF 
at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I36. Signatory – Laurie and 
Paul Feig 

Response to Comment I36-1 

Either of the GBIS alignments evaluated in the Draft EIR would 
divert wastewater from sewers that flow into the NOS upstream of 
the City of Burbank near the west terminus of GBIS, which would 
reduce both the amount of flow within the NOS and the likelihood 
of odors being released from the NOS in the future. Because the 
new sewer would relieve flows in the NOS, it must be located in 
the vicinity of the existing NOS, which goes through an urbanized 
area with many residences. The City has combined the two GBIS 
alignments to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated 
with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted 
on the Draft EIR), has selected this alignment as preferred, and is 
recommending it for approval. The staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment is described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 
Comment noted. 
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Letter I37. Signatory – Celestine Arndt 
Response to Comment I37-1 

The runoff management components propose capturing runoff for 
percolation and reuse. The IRP proposes a wet weather storage 
tank at Tillman to temporarily store excess wastewater flows 
generated during wet weather; however, the store wastewater 
would be treated when the high influent conditions at Tillman 
subside. Although not specifically part of the Project Alternatives, 
public education efforts exist (i.e., LADWP has water conservation 
programs that include public education) and would continue to be 
pursued by the City. Additionally, one of the benefits of the smart 
irrigation program-level component of the IRP would be its ability 
to increase the awareness of the citizens of Los Angeles on the 
benefits of water conservation. 

Response to Comment I37-2 

Regarding odor impacts, page 3.4-135 of the Draft EIR identifies a 
potential odor impact at Tillman (located in the Sepulveda Flood 
Control Basin) related to the storage of wastewater before 
mitigation. Mitigation measure AQ-MM-5, described on page 3.4-
136 of the Draft EIR, would implement a multiphased odor 
program at Tillman to identify specific treatment plant processes 
that are the source of odor complaints, evaluate whether the odor 
sources are candidates for operational or facilities-based odor 
control measures, and implement the identified measures. 
Following mitigation, odor impacts from the Project Alternative 
components at Tillman are expected to be reduced to a less than 
significant level (see the impact discussions for each Alternative 
under impact AQ-3 in Section 3.4.3.3 of the Draft EIR). Comment 
noted. 
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Letter I39. Signatory – Stephen Horn 
Response to Comment I39-1 

Comment noted. The City has combined the two GBIS alignments 
to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated with either 
GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft 
EIR), has selected this alignment as preferred, and is 
recommending it for approval. The staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment is described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 
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Letter I40. Signatory – Kathy Ross 
Response to Comment I40-1 

Comment noted. The City has combined the two GBIS alignments 
to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated with either 
GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft 
EIR), has selected this alignment as preferred, and is 
recommending it for approval. The staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment is described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 
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Letter I41. Signatory – Kari Lancaster 
Response to Comment I41-1 

As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of the objectives 
of the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system needs of the 
City of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City of Burbank); 
thereby maintaining infrastructure required for quality of life of all 
individuals within the City of Los Angeles and City of Burbank. 
Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (both North and South 
alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which 
would reduce odors and potential spills in the area currently 
serviced by the NOS, including the Rancho Burbank area; 
therefore, the new sewer would be an improvement to the areas 
infrastructure. As detailed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site 
or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I41. Signatory – Kari Lancaster 
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Letter I42. Signatory – Tal Lancaster 
Response to Comment I42-1 

As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of the objectives of 
the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system needs of the City of 
Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City of Burbank); thereby 
maintaining infrastructure required for quality of life of all individuals 
within the City of Los Angeles and City of Burbank. Specifically, the 
proposed GBIS sewer (both North and South alignments) would 
ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which would reduce odors and 
potential spills in the area currently serviced by the NOS, including the 
Rancho Burbank area; therefore, the new sewer would be an 
improvement to the areas infrastructure. 

Response to Comment I42-2 
As described in detail in Section 3.12 of the Draft EIR, the significance 
threshold for determining if a proposed project would have a land use 
impact is the introduction of permanent features that would disrupt, 
divide, or isolate existing neighborhoods, communities or land uses. 
Although the northern boundary of the site is adjacent to the Rancho 
Burbank area, the southern boundary is along the Los Angeles River. 
One of the reasons that the Valley Heart site was identified as a 
potential site was its location adjacent (not in) a neighborhood. As 
addressed in the main body of the Draft EIR (the Executive Summary is 
intended as a summary only), the proposed construction and operation 
at the Valley Heart site would affect access to the recreational use 
(including use of the equestrian trail) of the Valley Heart site. Project 
features and mitigation measures (such as AES-MM-3, AES-MM-4, 
REC-MM-3 and REC-MM-5) have been included to reduce the 
impacts of the project by locating the construction and operation such 
that the location least affects the recreational resource (including the 
equestrian trail). Furthermore, and specific to the proposed ATF at 
Valley Heart, additional mitigation has been added that would locate 
the shaft site/ATF at Valley Heart further from residences to reduce 
impacts of an ATF at that location. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 
for details pertaining to the Valley Heart Shaft Site. In addition, refer to 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a detailed discussion of the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, which does not include a shaft site or 
ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 



 3 (Individuals) – 35 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I42. Signatory – Tal Lancaster 

Page 2 

Response to Comment I42-3 

Section 3.13 of the Draft EIR addresses the applicable noise 
ordinances as it relates to the City of Los Angeles, as well as adjacent 
cities, such as the City of Burbank. Section 21-208 of the City of 
Burbank Noise Ordinance prohibits the use of any machinery, 
equipment, pump, fan, air conditioning apparatus, or similar 
mechanical device that would cause ambient noise levels to exceed 
5 decibels. The construction noise threshold that was used in the 
Draft EIR is similar to the City of Burbank Noise Ordinance in that a 
significant impact would occur if construction noise levels 
incrementally increase by 5 decibels or more. According to the City 
of Los Angeles Draft CEQA Thresholds Guide, a significant 
construction impact would occur if construction activities that last for 
more than 10 days would incrementally increase ambient noise levels 
by 5 decibels or more. Since construction of the NEIS II and GBIS 
would last for approximately 3 years, the Draft EIR used 5 decibels 
as the threshold of significance. 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-14 regarding the recent addition 
of a sound wall in your neighborhood. 

Table 3.13-10 of the Draft EIR identified the noise levels of 
construction equipment that would be used during construction. 
However, use of this construction equipment would vary throughout 
the workday; therefore, the analysis considers a worst-case scenario. 
Tables 3.13-28, 3.13-30, 3.13-32, and 3.13-34 of the Draft EIR show 
that construction noise levels would range from 83 to 88 decibels at 
the various NEIS II and GBIS construction sites. The Draft EIR 
contains mitigation measures that require the use of construction 
mufflers and the placement of noise curtains along the perimeter of 
the construction sites to break the line of sight between the 
construction activity and any sensitive receptors. These mitigation 
measures are commonly used to significantly reduce construction 
noise levels.  
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In addition, the Draft EIR also contains a mitigation measure to allow 
residents and community members to report noise problems during 
construction and the mitigation measure would require that the noise 
problems be resolved. Implementation of these mitigation measures 
would ensure that construction noise levels would not exceed the 
significance threshold of a 5-decibel or more increase over the 
ambient noise level. 

Response to Comment I42-4 

As described in the response to comment AJ1-6, the odor setting related 
to GBIS has been revised to reflect an existing odor condition in the 
vicinity of the Valley Heart Shaft Site and to reflect the odor complaint 
information from the City of Burbank (refer to Section 2 of this Final 
EIR for the revisions). 

Response to Comment I42-5 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-8 regarding health risk concerns from 
an ATF at Valley Heart. 

Response to Comment I42-6 

Refer to response to comments AJ1-20 and -21 regarding potential 
traffic conflicts in the area of the Valley Heart Shaft Site. To reiterate, 
refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for a detailed discussion of the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which does not include a shaft site 
or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 

Response to Comment I42-7 

Comment noted. Once constructed, GBIS and its appurtenant structures 
(i.e., ATFs) would reduce the potential for sewage overflows and odors, 
which would enhance the quality of life in the area that the sewer would 
serve. The City has combined the two GBIS alignments to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS alignment 
(as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR), has selected this 
alignment as preferred, and is recommending it for approval (refer to 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR). 
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Response to Comment I42-8 

Comment noted. 
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Letter I43. Signatory – Bruce Wyler 
Response to Comment I43-1 

Comment noted. For a discussion of the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment, which was chosen to reduce concerns about potential 
impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in 
comments submitted on the Draft EIR), refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of 
this Final EIR. 
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Letter I47. Signatory – Audrey Israel 
Response to Comment I47-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. 
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Letter I49. Signatory – Brian and 
Julie McGovern 

Response to Comment I49-1 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-28 regarding the potential for 
release of volatile organic compounds. Response to comments 
AJ1-6 and AJ1-7 address the potential air quality hazards 
associated with an ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Refer to 
response to comment AJ11-2 for a discussion on the placement of 
ATFs adjacent to sensitive receptors, such as schools. 

Response to Comment I49-2 

As described in detail in response to comment AJ1-2, 
Sections 3.10 and 3.11 of the Draft EIR identified the potential for 
contaminated soil and groundwater to be encountered during the 
installation of the proposed Project Alternatives and components. 
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Letter I50. Signatory – Camille Caiozzo 
Response to Comment I50-1 

For a discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, 
which was chosen to reduce concerns about potential impacts 
associated with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments 
submitted on the Draft EIR), refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final 
EIR. 
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Letter I52. Signatory – Colette Schamet 
Response to Comment I52-1 

As described in Section 2.2.2.2 of the Draft EIR, the existing 
recycled water distribution system would be expanded to increase 
the use of recycled water generated at the existing treatment plants 
(i.e., Hyperion, Tillman, LAG and TITP) and urban runoff plants 
along Ballona and Compton Creeks. Recycled water includes 
nonpotable reuse (i.e., industrial and irrigation reuse) and indirect 
potable reuse (groundwater replenishment). If recycled water is 
made available to individual household and businesses it would 
not be for direct potable use, but rather for nonpotable uses, such 
as irrigation or industrial application. As detailed in the Recycled 
Water portion of Section 3.11.3.2, recycled water pipelines 
associated with the IRP are for nonpotable reuse and would be 
operated in accordance with California Department of Health 
Services regulations and would meet or exceed Title 22 recycled 
water quality requirements prior to being released into the 
distribution network. 

Response to Comment I52-2 

Refer to response to comment O17 regarding response to 
Dr. Emboden's comment letter. 
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Letter I53. Signatory – David Stitz 
Response to Comment I53-1 

Beginning on page 2-32 (Section 2.2.1.9), the Draft EIR provides 
details of the construction methodology associated with the 
proposed interceptor sewers (NEIS II and GBIS). The proposed 
route of each GBIS alignment is detailed in Section 2.2.1.10 of the 
Draft EIR. Because GBIS would be constructed by tunneling 
methods, construction would largely be confined to the shaft sites. 
Surface construction for the installation of maintenance hole 
structures will be required approximately every 2,500 feet, but the 
precise locations will not be determined until the design process 
after an alignment is selected for implementation. Furthermore, 
various environmental resource issues in the Draft EIR, such as air 
quality (Section 3.4) and traffic (Section 3.17), include additional 
details on construction (equipment and workers). Potential for 
odors were addressed in Section 3.4, noise/vibration in Section 
3.13, and subsidence/settlement in Section 3.9 of the Draft EIR. 
Refer to response to comments AJ1-6 (odors), AJ1-10 (settlement), 
and AJ1-13 (noise) for additional information. 



 3 (Individuals) – 48 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I53. Signatory – David Stitz 

Page 2 

Response to Comment I53-2 

Comment noted. This comment letter is being responded to in 
accordance with Section 15088 of the CEQA Guidelines. Refer to 
Section 1.2 of this Final EIR for information on the public noticing 
associated with the Draft EIR. 

Response to Comment I53-3 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-10 regarding settlement. 
Response to comment AJ31-2 describes in further detail the 
potential for rocks to be found in the area of the proposed GBIS 
alignments. 

Response to Comment I53-4 

Surface water would not result in subsurface complications. For a 
discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which was 
chosen to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated with 
either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the 
Draft EIR), refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 

Response to Comment I53-5 

As described in response to comment AJ1-10, to further minimize 
the potential for settlement impacts, mitigation measure GEO-
MM-2 has been modified in this Final EIR to add a goal to further 
limit surface settlement to 0.50-inch along the tunnel alignment 
(refer to Section 2 of this Final EIR). Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment I53-6 

Comment noted. It is not common practice for the City of 
Los Angeles to provide notification of hearing conducted by other 
agencies, such as the City of Burbank. In addition, we are not 
familiar with the hearing that the commenter indicated was 
scheduled after midnight. As practicable, it is the City of 
Los Angeles' practice to schedule meetings at reasonable and 
convenient times so that the public can attend. 



 3 (Individuals) – 50 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I54. Signatory – Denise Sarquiz 
Response to Comment I54-1 

For a discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which 
was chosen to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated 
with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted 
on the Draft EIR), refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 
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Letter I55. Signatory – J. Denise Taylor  
Response to Comment I55-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 regarding 
the Valley Heart Shaft Site. In addition, for a discussion of the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR), 
and which does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley Heart, 
refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 

Response to Comment I55-2 

As detailed in Section 3.9 of the Draft EIR, the NEIS II and GBIS 
alignments chosen would be placed below soils susceptible to 
liquefaction or design features would be incorporated to limit any 
settlement. Refer to response to comment AJ1-10 for an additional 
discussion of a revision to mitigation measure GEO-MM-2 that 
would further limit settlement. 

Response to Comment I55-3 

For a discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which 
was chosen to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated 
with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted 
on the Draft EIR), refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 
Additionally, the City requires contractors to maintain adequate 
insurance coverage to ensure that property owners are protected in 
the event that property damage results from contractor operations. 

Response to Comment I55-4 

Section 3.17 of the Draft EIR detailed the proposed project 
potential to impact traffic during construction and operation. Refer 
to response to comment AJ1-20 for a summary of potential impacts 
along Riverside Drive as it relates to the Rancho Burbank area. 
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Response to Comment I55-5 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment I55-1 above. 

Response to Comment I55-6 

The description of the Valley Heart Shaft Site in Section 3.16.2.2 
of the Draft EIR has been revised to more appropriately identify 
the site as "open space" and not a vacant parcel (refer to Section 2 
of this Final EIR). As described in detail in Section 3.16.2.2 of the 
Draft EIR, the proposed construction and operation at the Valley 
Heart site would affect access to the recreational use (including use 
of the equestrian trail) of the site. Project features and mitigation 
measures (such as AES-MM-3, AES-MM-4, REC-MM-3 and 
REC-MM-5) have been included to reduce the impacts of the 
project. Specific to the proposed ATF at Valley Heart, as detailed 
in response to comment AJ1-4, an additional mitigation has been 
added to ensure that the equestrian trail would not be eliminated 
with the placement of an ATF at the Valley Heart site. To reiterate, 
as detailed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment does not include the Valley Heart 
Shaft Site. 

Response to Comment I55-7 

The GBIS North Alignment would include an ATF on the 
Pollywog site adjacent to residences, while the GBIS South 
Alignment would have an ATF in Griffith Park that is away from 
residences, the identification of an environmentally superior 
alternative has been reserved for a system-wide alternative rather 
than the component options (such as GBIS) that are part of the 
system-wide alternative. Refer to response to comment AJ1-6 
regarding odor from ATFs. 
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Response to Comment I55-8 

As stated in response to comment I55-7 above, identification of an 
environmentally superior alternative has been reserved for a 
system-wide alternative rather than the component options (such as 
GBIS) that are part of the system-wide alternative. Section 1.5.2.2 
of this Final EIR describes the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment, which was chosen to reduce concerns about potential 
impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in 
comments submitted on the Draft EIR). Comment and submittal is 
noted. 
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Letter I56. Signatory – Danny DeVito and 
Rhea Pearlman 

Response to Comment I56-1 

The potential for the proposed project components to impact 
adjacent land uses, schools and recreation, is detailed in 
Sections 3.12, 3.15 and 3.16 of the Draft EIR, respectively. 
Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. 
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Letter I57. Signatory – Donn Rediger 
Response to Comment I57-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Letter I58. Signatory – Elaine Franklin 
Response to Comment I58-1 

Comment noted. 
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Letter I59. Signatory – Eric Damer 
Response to Comment I59-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. 

 



 3 (Individuals) – 61 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I60. Signatory – Fae Golcan 
Response to Comment I60-1 

Comment noted. 
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Letter I61. Signatory – Ami Curtis 
Response to Comment I61-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Letter I62. Signatory – Anamyn Turowski 
Response to Comment I62-1 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 for a discussion of potential 
construction and operation at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Section 1.5.2.2 
of this Final EIR describes the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, 
which was chosen to reduce concerns about potential impacts 
associated with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments 
submitted on the Draft EIR). 

Response to Comment I62-2 

As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of the objectives of 
the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system needs of the City of 
Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City of Burbank); thereby 
maintaining infrastructure required for quality of life. Specifically, 
the proposed GBIS sewer (both North and South alignments) would 
ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which would reduce odors 
and potential spills in the area currently serviced by the NOS, 
including the Rancho Burbank area; therefore, the new sewer would 
be an improvement to the areas infrastructure. 
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Letter I63. Signatory – Barbara Groth 
Response to Comment I63-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Letter I64. Signatory – Bonnie Sachs 
Response to Comment I64-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Letter I66. Signatory – Carlye Byron 
Response to Comment I66-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Letter I67. Signatory – Deirdre and 
Kieran Reid 

Response to Comment I67-1 

The City of Los Angeles is slated with the responsibility to 
construct and operate infrastructure (i.e., sewers) required to 
maintain a certain quality of life. In addition, the proposed NEIS II 
and GBIS sewers (and associated facilities, such as ATFs) would 
ultimately relieve the existing aged NOS sewer, which would 
reduce odors and potential spills in the Rancho Burbank area. 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce concerns about 
potential impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as 
expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). Comment 
noted. 
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Letter I68. Signatory – Dawn Baillie 
Response to Comment I68-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. 
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Letter I69. Signatory – Frank Brooks 
Response to Comment I69-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. 

Response to Comment I69-2 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment I69-1 above. 
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