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Letter I73. Signatory – Frank Schindler 
Response to Comment I73-1 

The current response of the City to odor complaints along sewer 
lines is to seal maintenance holes to prevent excessive releases of 
sewer gases. Persistent odor problems are addressed by installing 
air treatment facilities (ATFs), such as the ones proposed along the 
GBIS alignments. As described in response to comment AJ1-4, a 
typical ATF would include odor control fans, foul air piping and 
dampers leading to stacks that could be up to 25 feet tall, which 
would be above the newly constructed sound wall. Therefore, 
odors would not be trapped because of the sound wall. Comment 
noted. As detailed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment does not include the Valley Heart 
Shaft Site. 
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Response to Comment I73-2 

Refer to response to comment AJ3-23 regarding the areas of 
controversy. 
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Response to Comment I73-3 

Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce concerns about 
potential impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as 
expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Response to Comment I73-4 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment I73-5 

Refer to response to comments AJ1-6, AJ1-7 and AJ1-8 for a 
discussion of potential odors associated with the proposed ATF at 
Valley Heart. 
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Response to Comment I73-6 

The City of Los Angeles' goal is to keep the sewer alignment 
within the public right-of-way and avoid or minimize impacts to 
sensitive areas, most specifically residential neighborhoods, to the 
maximum extent practicable. The City of Los Angeles issued the 
Draft Joint Report to City Council Motion 06-0234 
(February 2006-see Appendix E of this Final EIR) that contains an 
initial discussion of using variations of the GBIS North and GBIS 
South Alignments to minimize the impacts of selecting either of 
the alignment. 
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Response to Comment I73-7 

As described in detail in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site at 
Riverside West (Johnny Carson Park). 



 3 (Individuals) – 79 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I73. Signatory – Frank Schindler 

Page 8 

Response to Comment I73-8 

As described in detail in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site 
at Riverside East (Bette Davis Park). 
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Response to Comment I73-9 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-19 for a discussion of Pollywog 
Park. 
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Response to Comment I73-10 

As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of the objectives 
of the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system needs of the City 
of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City of Burbank); 
thereby maintaining infrastructure required for quality of life. 
Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (both North and South 
alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which 
would reduce odors and potential spills in the area currently 
serviced by the NOS, including the Rancho Burbank area; 
therefore, the new sewer would be an improvement to the areas 
infrastructure. 
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Response to Comment I73-11 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment I73-12 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-10 regarding potential 
settlement associated with tunnel construction. 
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Response to Comment I73-13 

The existing NOS currently transverses beneath portions of the 
City of Burbank. The manner of which complaints are taken and 
responded to would be the same as is currently handled, whether by 
the City of Burbank or City of Los Angeles. 
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Response to Comment I73-14 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment I73-15 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment I73-16 

Refer to response to comment I73-3 above. 
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Letter I74. Signatory – Bonnie Sachs 
Response to Comment I74-1 

Comment noted. As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one 
of the objectives of the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system 
needs of the City of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City of 
Burbank); thereby maintaining infrastructure required for quality of 
life. Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (either North or South 
alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which 
would reduce odors and potential spills in the area currently 
serviced by the NOS, including the Rancho Burbank area; 
therefore, the new sewer would be an improvement to the areas 
infrastructure. Because the new sewer would relieve flows in the 
NOS, it must be located in the vicinity of the existing NOS, which 
goes through an urbanized area with many residences. For a 
discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which was 
chosen to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated with 
either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the 
Draft EIR), refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 
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Response to Comment I74-2 

Comment noted. The beauty and serenity of the Rancho Burbank 
area was taken into consideration throughout the Draft EIR in 
terms of the potential for the Project Alternatives to impact 
adjacent land uses. In particular, Sections 3.2 (Aesthetics), 3.12 
(Land Use), 3.13 (Noise/Vibration), 3.16 (Recreation) are just a 
few of the environmental resources analyzed in the Draft EIR that 
take into consideration the existing conditions of the Rancho 
Burbank area. 



 3 (Individuals) – 90 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I75. Signatory – Eileen Marder 
Response to Comment I75-1 

Comment noted. The improvements proposed for Tillman would 
be confined to the Tillman plant boundaries or in the case of 
storage, in the area to the east of the plant. Regarding the proposed 
Tillman storage tank, the impacts on recreation were identified in 
Section 3.16.2.3 of the Draft EIR (stating on page 3.16-36). The 
Draft EIR identified that construction of the wastewater storage at 
Tillman would result in the temporary elimination of the existing 
cricket field, which would be considered significant. Mitigation 
measure REC-MM-1 was included in the Draft EIR to mitigate the 
impacts associated with the relocation of the cricket field during 
construction of the wastewater storage at Tillman. Operation of the 
wastewater storage tank at Tillman would be belowground, thereby 
not precluding aboveground recreation (i.e., the cricket field). 
Therefore, no permanent lose of recreational space at Woodley 
Park is anticipated. 



 3 (Individuals) – 91 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I75. Signatory – Eileen Marder 

Page 2 

 



 3 (Individuals) – 92 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I77. Signatory – Alan Burnett 
Response to Comment I77-1 

The proposed GBIS North Alignment proposes an air treatment 
facility (not a water treatment facility as noted by the commenter). 
Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff recommended 
GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce concerns about 
potential impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as 
expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Letter I78. Signatory – Alfred and 
Anne Leifer 

Response to Comment I78-1 

Comment noted. Regarding your concerns, refer to responses to the 
City of Burbank comments (AJ1, AJ13, AJ22, AJ30, AJ31, AJ32, 
and AJ36). Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Response to Comment I79-1 

As described in the Draft EIR, the City's wastewater treatment 
facilities are located in the Sepulveda Flood Control Basin 
(Tillman), northeast Los Angeles (LAG), Playa del Rey 
(Hyperion), and on Terminal Island (TITP). No new wastewater 
facilities are proposed under the Project Alternatives. As listed in 
Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, the project objectives include the 
protection of public health and the environment, especially as it 
relates to hazards to water, as well as meet projected wastewater 
needs of the City of Los Angeles and its contract cities (i.e., City of 
Burbank) and maximize system reliability. A section of the NOS is 
located near the Valley Heart Shaft Site. The NOS is one of the 
City's oldest sewers and was constructed in the 1930s through 
1950s. Odor releases from sewers can generally occur under high 
flow conditions, and past odors attributed to the NOS may have 
occurred under such conditions. Either of the GBIS alignments 
evaluated in the Draft EIR would divert wastewater from sewers 
that flow into the NOS upstream of the City of Burbank near the 
west terminus of GBIS, which would reduce both the amount of 
flow within the NOS and the likelihood of wastewater overflows 
and odors being released from the NOS in the future. If the 
commenter is referring to the proposed air treatment facility at 
Valley Heart, this facility is proposed to treat sewer air to reduce 
odor releases. For a discussion of the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment, which was chosen to reduce concerns about potential 
impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in 
comments submitted on the Draft EIR), refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of 
this Final EIR. 

Response to Comment I79-2 

As stated above, as the project objectives in the Draft EIR attest, 
The City of Los Angeles is fully aware of its responsibility to 
protect public health and the environment, especially as it relates to 
hazards to water, as well as meet projected wastewater needs of the 
City and its contract cities (i.e., City of Burbank), in addition to 
maximizing system reliability. Comment noted. 
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Letter I80. Signatory – Debra and 
Ken Haber 

Response to Comment I80-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. 
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Letter I82. Signatory – Barbara Montini-
Scollon 

Response to Comment I82-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 

 



 3 (Individuals) – 97 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I83. Signatory – Chris and 
Suzanne Weerts 

Response to Comment I83-1 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 regarding the potential 
environmental effects of the proposed shaft site and ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. In addition, the City has combined the two GBIS 
alignments to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated 
with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on 
the Draft EIR), has selected this alignment as preferred, and is 
recommending it for approval. As described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR, the staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include 
a shaft site or ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. Comment noted. 
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Letter I85. Signatory – Betty and 
Neal Matzinger  

Response to Comment I85-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Letter I86. Signatory – Eden Rosen 
Response to Comment I86-1 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR describes the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which was chosen to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR). 
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Letter I87. Signatory – Thomas Winter 
Response to Comment I87-1 

Comment noted. Regarding your concerns about the proposed 
sewer under Rose Street, refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR 
describes the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which was 
chosen to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated with 
either GBIS alignment. 
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Letter I88. Signatory – Tracey Navrides 
Response to Comment I88-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 regarding 
mitigation at Valley Heart/Pollywog that would further reduce 
impacts to equestrian uses. In addition, Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final 
EIR describes the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which was 
chosen to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated with 
either GBIS alignment, which does not include construction at 
Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I89. Signatory – Nichola Ellis 
Response to Comment I89-1 

As listed in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, the project objectives 
include the protection of public health and the environment, 
especially as it relates to hazards to water, as well as meet projected 
wastewater needs of the City of Los Angeles and its contract cities 
(i.e., City of Burbank) and maximize system reliability. A section 
of the NOS is located near the Valley Heart Shaft Site. The NOS is 
one of the City's oldest sewers and was constructed in the 1930s 
through 1950s. Odor releases from sewers can generally occur 
under high flow conditions, and past odors attributed to the NOS 
may have occurred under such conditions. Either of the GBIS 
alignments evaluated in the Draft EIR would divert wastewater 
from sewers that flow into the NOS upstream of the City of 
Burbank near the west terminus of GBIS, which would reduce both 
the amount of flow within the NOS and the likelihood of 
wastewater overflows and odors being released from the NOS in 
the future. 

Refer to response to comments I15-1 to I15-6 for additional 
discussion of your concerns. The staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment, which was chosen to reduce concerns about potential 
impacts associated with either GBIS alignment (as expressed in 
comments submitted on the Draft EIR), is detailed in Section 
1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 
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Response to Comment I89-2 

Refer to response to comment I15-7 regarding potential emergency 
service impacts. 

Response to Comment I89-3 

Comment and attachment (hair analysis) is noted. Refer to response 
to comment I15-8 regarding your concerns. 
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Letter I90. Signatory – Krilov-Butler 
Family 

Response to Comment I90-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment O21-1 regarding 
concerns related to use of Woodbridge Park. 
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Letter I91. Signatory – Lorraine M. 
Baptist 

Response to Comment I91-1 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 regarding the potential 
for environmental effects (such as from contaminated soil) of 
the proposed shaft site and ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
Additionally, as described in Section 3.10 of the Draft EIR 
(page 3.10-11), an environmental hazards records search was 
performed. The search identified 44 of the 89 potential 
sources of contamination within the GBIS corridor have 
either soil or groundwater contamination. The Pollywog site 
was not one of the sites. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR 
discusses the GBIS alignment that the City of Los Angeles is 
recommending for approval. The staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. 

Response to Comment I91-2 

As described in detail in Section 1.6 of the Draft EIR, the 
City of Los Angeles has undertaken an extensive public 
outreach and coordination effort prior to and during the 
preparation of both the Facilities Plan and the Draft EIR. For 
instance, a notice announcing the availability of the Notice of 
Preparation of the EIR was published in the Los Angeles 
Times, on July 29, 2004. In addition, a public scoping 
meeting was held. As detailed in Section 1.2 of this Final 
EIR, several thousand notices were mailed and a notice 
placed in the newspaper to inform the public of the release of 
the Draft EIR. In addition, four public hearings specific to 
the Draft EIR were held throughout the City of Los Angeles. 
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Response to Comment I91-3 

Comment noted. The staff recommended GBIS Alignment 
discussed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR would reduce 
the amount of sewer tunneled beneath streets in Burbank by 
approximately 0.75 miles when compared to the GBIS North 
Alignment. To reiterate, Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR 
explains the rationale, including the environmental 
considerations and stakeholder concerns, for selecting the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment. 
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Letter I92. Signatory – Martha Del Sordo 
Hughes 

Response to Comment I92-1 

The comment and attached form letter are noted. The staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment discussed in this Final EIR would 
connect the eastern portion of the GBIS South Alignment with the 
western portion of the GBIS North Alignment with a section of 
tunnel beneath Pass Avenue. This connector tunnel beneath Pass 
Avenue would reduce the amount of sewer tunneled beneath streets 
in Burbank by approximately 0.75 miles when compared to the 
GBIS North Alignment. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR explains 
the rationale, including the environmental considerations and 
stakeholder concerns, for selecting the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment. 
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Response to Comment I93-1 

Refer to response to comment AJ31-2 regarding the potential for 
boulders/rocks along the Los Angeles River. In addition, refer to 
response to Petition 3 for a discussion of the potential impacts to 
Toluca Lake residents. Comment noted. 



 3 (Individuals) – 114 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I93. Signatory – Kenneth Corday 

Page 3 

Response to Comment I93-2 

Comment noted. The public review process under CEQA requires 
a minimum public comment period of 45 days. The City 
established a 90-day review period that was scheduled to end on 
February 27, 2006, but extended the review period to March 31, 
2006 to allow for additional review. Several public review 
opportunities and forums have been associated with the IRP and 
the IRP Draft EIR, as detailed in Section 1.6 of the Draft EIR and 
Section 1.2 of this Final EIR. 
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Letter I95. Signatory – Mary Schindler 
Response to Comment I95-1 

In general, wastewater facilities are located in, or directly adjacent 
to, urbanized areas, where wastewater is generated. This pattern 
can be found in every major city in the United States. The City of 
Los Angeles is responsible for construction and operation of 
infrastructure (such as sewers) to maintain the quality of life 
(public health and safety) of its citizens and the citizens of its 
contract cities (i.e., City of Burbank).The proposed GBIS sewer 
(and associated facilities, such as ATFs), whichever alignment is 
chosen, would ultimately relieve the existing aged NOS sewer, 
which would reduce odors and potential spills in the Rancho 
Burbank area. 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-19 for a discussion of Pollywog 
Park. As described in detail in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the 
staff recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site 
at Riverside West (Johnny Carson Park), Riverside East (Bette 
Davis Park), or Valley Heart/Pollywog. 

As it relates to the GBIS North Alignment, as addressed in 
Section 3.12 of the Draft EIR, the construction of the proposed 
sewer component would be consistent with the goals and policies 
of all applicable plans, including the Los Angeles River Master 
Plan. 

Refer to response to comment AJ1-10 regarding concerns 
associated with potential settlement due to tunneling. Also, refer to 
response to comment AJ1-12 regarding acquisitions associated 
with the GBIS North Alignment. 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR explains the 
rationale, including the environmental considerations and 
stakeholder concerns, for selecting the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment. 
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Letter I96. Signatory – S. Kei Gilson 
Response to Comment I96-1 

Comment noted. As mentioned in response to comment AJ1-4, 
Section 2 of this Final EIR includes additional mitigation measures 
to relocate the potential shaft site and ATF at Valley Heart to a 
portion of Pollywog that would least impact the adjacent 
residences and recreational uses (including equestrian uses). 
Furthermore, as described in Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR, the 
GBIS alignment that the City of Los Angeles is recommending for 
approval does not include a shaft site or ATF at Valley 
Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I97. Signatory – Ryan Miziker 
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Response to Comment I97-1 

Comment noted. Regarding your concerns associated with the 
GBIS alignments, refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for the 
rationale, including the environmental considerations and 
stakeholder concerns, for selecting the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment. 
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Letter I98. Signatory – K. Morris 
and A. Pearlman 

Response to Comment I98-1 

Comment noted. 
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Response to Comment I98-2 

Comment noted. 
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Letter I99. Signatory – Ryan Miziker 
Response to Comment I99-1 

Comment noted. Regarding your concerns associated with the 
GBIS alignments, refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR for the 
rationale, including the environmental considerations and 
stakeholder concerns, for selecting the staff recommended GBIS 
Alignment. 
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Letter I100. Signatory – Regis Taylor 
Response to Comment I100-1 

Comment noted. A majority of the potential environmental impacts 
are associated with aboveground construction, which is limited 
along the entire sewer alignment. As appropriate, the project 
includes features and mitigation measures to reduce impacts. Refer 
to response to comment O6-7 regarding potential liquefaction 
concerns. Response to comment O7-19 describes seismic hazards 
associated with the proposed sewers. 
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Letter I101. Signatory – Sandra and 
Randolph Romero 
Response to Comment I101-1 

Comment noted. As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one 
of the objectives of the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system 
needs of the City of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City 
of Burbank); thereby maintaining infrastructure required for 
quality of life. Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (either 
North or South alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS 
sewer, which would reduce odors and potential spills in the area 
currently serviced by the NOS, including the Rancho Burbank 
area; therefore, the new sewer would be an improvement to the 
areas infrastructure. Because the new sewer would relieve flows in 
the NOS, it must be located in the vicinity of the existing NOS, 
which currently serves, and transverses under and adjacent to, the 
residential areas. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 for a 
discussion of refinements to the Valley Heart/Pollywog site that 
would further reduce potential impacts on adjacent land uses. For a 
discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment, which was 
chosen to reduce concerns about potential impacts associated with 
either GBIS alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on 
the Draft EIR), and does not recommend the use of the Valley 
Heart site, refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR. 
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Response to Comment I101-2 

Vehicular traffic associated with construction of GBIS would not 
come in contact with, or impact, the street trees on Riverside Drive 
or adjacent streets. 

Response to Comment I101-3 

Refer to response to comments AJ1-20 and AJ1-22 for a discussion 
of traffic impacts along Riverside Drive. In addition, the staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment would actually reduce the potential 
for impacts to communities in the City of Burbank when compared 
to the GBIS North Alignment by eliminating a substantial portion 
of sewer beneath Riverside Drive (in Burbank) and by avoiding the 
placement of construction shaft sites in areas near the City of 
Burbank. 

Response to Comment I101-4 

Comment noted. Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR includes a 
discussion of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. 



 3 (Individuals) – 129 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I101. Signatory – Sandra and Randolph Romero 

Page 3 

 



 3 (Individuals) – 130 
Integrated Resources Plan 

WB062006007SCO SCO176179.03.05.01/RTC/Individuals_1.doc  08/06 Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter I102. Signatory – Sue Panuska 
Response to Comment I102-1 

Refer to Section 1.6 of the Draft EIR and Section 1.2 of this Final 
EIR for details on the public outreach associated with the IRP and 
IRP Draft EIR. 

Response to Comment I102-2 

Comment noted. As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one 
of the objectives of the IRP is to meet projected wastewater system 
needs of the City of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City of 
Burbank); thereby maintaining infrastructure required for quality of 
life. Specifically, the proposed GBIS sewer (either North or South 
alignments) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which 
would reduce odors and potential spills in the area currently 
serviced by the NOS, including the Rancho Burbank area; 
therefore, the new sewer would be an improvement to the areas 
infrastructure. 

As described in detail in Section 2 of the Draft EIR (page 2-31), 
drop structures pride a channel for wastewater as it drops to a lower 
elevation point in the wastewater conveyance system. These 
facilities are closed - that is, they are not open to the environment. 
In the case of the proposed Valley Heart Shaft Site, an ATF is 
proposed above the drop structure to treat any foul air. 

Potential traffic impacts associated with the proposed GBIS 
alignments were detailed in Section 3.17 of the Draft EIR. Refer to 
response to comments AJ1-20 through AJ1-22 for a summary of 
traffic impacts associated with the City of Burbank. 

No evidence has been provided that would indicate the existence of 
such a “cancer cluster” or any connection with a source in the 
Rancho Burbank/Pollywog area. Refer to response to comment 
AJ1-4 regarding the potential for environmental effects (such as 
from contaminated soil) of the proposed shaft site and ATF at 
Valley Heart/Pollywog.  
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Additionally, as described in Section 3.10 of the Draft EIR 
(page 3.10-11), an environmental hazards records search was 
performed. The search identified 44 of the 89 potential sources of 
contamination within the GBIS corridor have either soil or 
groundwater contamination. The Pollywog site was not one of the 
sites. Although the commenter mentioned that selected residents of 
the Burbank Ranchos had their own testing done (presumably at 
Pollywog), no lab results were provided. Comment and enclosed 
photos are noted. 

Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR discusses the GBIS alignment that 
City of Los Angeles staff is recommending for approval. The staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site or 
ATF at Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I103. Signatory – Thomas Robson 
Response to Comment I103-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 for an additional 
discussion regarding construction and operation of the proposed GBIS 
North Alignment at Valley Heart/Pollywog. As to the commenter’s 
suggestion to choose the GBIS South Alignment where the people of 
Forest Lawn Cemetery wouldn't object, it should be noted that the 
Forest Lawn Memorial Park Association, as well as several 
homeowner groups in Toluca Lake, submitted comment letters asking 
that the GBIS South Alignment not be chosen because of the potential 
impacts on their neighborhoods. 

Refer to response to comment AJ31-2 regarding a suggested 
Los Angeles River alignment. 

Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR discusses the GBIS alignment that 
City of Los Angeles staff is recommending for approval. The staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at 
Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I104. Signatory – Suzy Yager 
Response to Comment I104-1 

Comment noted. Refer to response to comment AJ1-4 for an additional 
discussion regarding construction and operation of the proposed GBIS 
North Alignment at Valley Heart/Pollywog, including additional 
measures proposed to further reduce impacts to equestrian uses. In 
addition, refer to response to comment AJ1-10 regarding revision to 
mitigation measure GEO-MM-2 that would further limit potential 
settlement impacts from tunneling. Refer to response to comment 
AJ1-6 for a discussion of air quality associated with construction of the 
proposed GBIS North Alignment. As described in response to 
comment AJ1-13 and AJ1-14, Section 3.13.3.3 of the Draft EIR 
contains mitigation measures, such as NV-MM-1 and NV-MM-2 that 
requires the placement of noise muffling devices and curtains. In 
addition, Section 3.13.3.3 of the Draft EIR also contains mitigation 
measure NV-MM- 5 that would allow residents and community 
members to report noise problems during construction, which would 
require that the noise problems be resolved. Although the area may 
experience lower ambient noise levels from the presence of the new 
sound wall, implementation of mitigation measures would ensure that 
construction noise levels would not exceed the significance threshold 
of a five decibel or more increase over the ambient noise level. 

Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR discusses the GBIS alignment that 
City of Los Angeles staff is recommending for approval. The staff 
recommended GBIS Alignment does not include a shaft site or ATF at 
Valley Heart/Pollywog. 
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Letter I105. Signatory – Carmy Peters 
Response to Comment I105-1 

Regarding the GBIS alignments, refer to Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final 
EIR for a description of the staff recommended GBIS Alignment. 
Comment noted. 
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Letter I106. Signatory – Stephen Baer 
Response to Comment I106-1 

As described in Section 1.3 of the Draft EIR, one of the objectives of 
the IRP projects is to meet projected wastewater system needs of the 
City of Los Angeles and contract agencies (i.e., City of Burbank); 
thereby maintaining infrastructure required for quality of life. In 
addition, the proposed GBIS sewer (and associated facilities, such as 
ATFs) would ultimately relieve the aged NOS sewer, which would 
reduce odors and potential spills in the Rancho Burbank and Toluca 
Lake areas; therefore, the new sewers would be an improvement to the 
areas infrastructure. Reliable wastewater would also ensure that the 
adjacent neighborhoods remain stable. Furthermore, Sections 2.2.1.9 
and 2.2.1.10 of the Draft EIR (beginning on page 2-29) provide a 
detailed description of the interceptor sewers proposed (NEIS II and 
GBIS) and includes detailed information on the sewer pipeline and its 
construction. As detailed in the sections noted above, most of the 
construction and operation of the proposed sewer infrastructure (both 
of the GBIS alignments) would occur belowground to minimize 
adverse impacts to local residents and businesses. Various issue and 
resource portions of Section 3 of the Draft EIR address in detail the 
potential impacts of the construction and operation of the proposed 
GBIS alignments (including aboveground structures such as shaft sites 
and ATFs) as they pertain to potential resource impacts, such as 
aesthetic, land use and recreational impacts, on adjacent land uses. 

Section 1.5.2.2 of this Final EIR discusses the GBIS alignment that the 
City of Los Angeles is recommending for approval. 

Response to Comment I106-2 

Comment noted. The use of the site across from the Forest Lawn 
Cemetery is known as the headworks spreading grounds, which is 
LADWP plans to use to house a water storage facility (LADWPs Silver 
Lake Reservoir Complex Storage Replacement Project) and is 
unavailable for use as a shaft site. Various comment letters expressing 
concerns with the GBIS North and South alignments or suggesting an 
alignment along the Los Angeles River.  
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Refer to response to comment AJ31-2 for information on a suggested 
Los Angeles River alignment. As detailed in Section 1.5.2.2 of this 
Final EIR, the City has combined the two GBIS alignments to reduce 
concerns about potential impacts associated with either GBIS 
alignment (as expressed in comments submitted on the Draft EIR), has 
selected this alignment as preferred, and is recommending it for 
approval. 
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